Lesbians 
and the media 
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Are monthly women’s dances necessary? 
How can we make them better? Have your say at the 


Womonspace Annual General Meeting 
Sunday, October 26 
at GLCCE, Suite 103, 10612-124 Street, 7 pm 


Womonspace needs young blood in order to remain a 
vibrant organization. Help determine our future direction. 
All members are urged to attend. 


ALL BOARD POSITIONS ARE OPEN FOR ELECTION: PRESIDENT, VICE-PRESIDENT, 
TREASURER, SECRETARY, NEWSLETTER Epitor, VOLUNTEER CO-ORDINATOR, 
~MEMBERSHIP Co-oRDINATOR, P.R. DIRECTOR 
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WE WELCOME SUBMISSIONS 


We are always seeking submissions of interest to local lesbians. Letters to 
the editor, book, concert and movie reviews, political and social 
commentary, short fiction, poetry and artwork are all welcomed. 
Contributors may either write to Womonspace News (Box 128, Main P.O., 
Edmonton AB T5] 3K4), attend a newsletter meeting, visit our web site at 
www.gaycanada.com/womonspace/wshome.htm or leave a message at 482- 
1794. Topics for coming months: November- Being Out/Coming Out. 
December- Alberta’s Individual Rights Protection Act. 


Contributors 
this issue: 
Laurie, Sharon 
Sherman, Annette 
Vaugeois, Liz 


Massiah, and Lindy 
Pratcheeenm 


a a hn 
Womonspace News is a publication of Womonspace Social and Recreational Society of Edmonton. We are a nonprofit _ 
organization. The newsletter is produced by, for, and about lesbians in Edmonton and the surrounding areas. Our 
purpose js to inform and entertain our members and any other interested lesbians. The opinions expressed in any issue 
of Womonspace News do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Directors or the Newsletter Committee. The events, 
organizations and establishments publicized are not necessarily supported by Womonspace. 

Womonspace News is produced on a volunteer basis by the Newsletter Committee. We welcome submissions. 
Material submitted becomes the property of Womonspace. We reserve the right to edit for length and content, and to 
refuse publication. Articles or letters to the editor may be sent to: Womonspace, Box 128, Main P.O., Edmonton, AB 
T5J 3K4. Womonspace members may submit classified advertising — up to 3 lines free — at any time. Womonspace 
News seeks advertising that is lesbian-positive to help defer publications costs. Womonspace does not necessarily 
endorse products or services offered. We reserve the right to refuse ads. For rate information, and to place an ad, 
please leave a message on the Lesbian Info Line: 482-1794. The editor is Lindy Pratch. 
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ELLEN IS NOT ME... IS SHEP 
Media and the evolution 


of lesbian chic 
by Laure 

So ... how has Ellen’s coming out changed 
YOUR life? 

Won a toaster oven yet? 

Told your (strict Catholic) parents and your 
(homophobic) boss that you’re gay? 

Or are you feeling maybe just a little bit 
used? Confused? 

Lunchbag letdown, perhaps? 

Ellen Degeneres and the Disney corporation 
(now ¢hat’s a media if ever there was one) 
teased us for the better part of a year with 
rumors that Ellen Morgan was possibly going 
to go where no lead character on prime time 
television had ever gone before and (gasp) 
COME OUT OF THE CLOSET. 

We real-life lesbians gobbled up the Is She 
Or Isn’t She/Will She Or Won’t She 
speculation with glee. We hungrily studied the 
half-hour episodes in search of the “clues” that 
we knew would be forthcoming (thanks to 
carefully leaked hints from the network). 

We watched her reveal nothing but the 
jitters on the talk-show circuit as the likes of 
David Letterman, Conan O’Brien and Rosie 
(wink-wink, nudge-nudge) O’Donnell played 
along with that lame “Lebanese” schtick. 
(Heck, their discussion of the preponderance 
of folks of a Lebanese, er, orientation in 
Hollywood prompted Rosie herself to suggest, 
in mock innocence, that “maybe J might be 
Lebanese...”’) 

And we scoffed as the Jerry Falwells and 
Pat Robertsons and the Morons for Family 
Values coalitions condemned Degeneres, the 


ABC network, and the entire Disney corporate 
clan to homophobe hell for even thinking 
about Attacking The Family (huhe) by 
unleashing a lez-bee-yun character on the small 
screen. 

Which is all the more surprising when you 
consider that, as anyone who’s watched that 
show since its inception knows, Ellen is really 
the ast offensive character on it. I mean, think 
about it— who would you prefer your child 
grow up to emulate? The annoyingly 
sugarcoated, pretty-nauseating-in-pink Audrey? 
The lazy, rude, wise-cracking sociopathic loser 
Joe? The high-maintenance, highly superficial, 
man-crazy Paige? The vain, egotistical, sarcastic 
failure-in-khakis named Spence? Puh-lease! 

And another thing: If the concept of a 
lesbian character is so morally distasteful, then 
where were all those pseudo-Chris tian 
busybodies when Peg and Al Bundy were 
inflicted upon the viewing public? Surely there 
have never been two more offensive, vulgar 
characters on the tube... with the possible 
exception of their two adled and dangerously 
promiscuous children, or their two idiotic 
neighbours (one of whom is, ironically, played 
by lesbian actress Amanda Bearse, who no 
doubt is laughing all the way to the lesbian 
bank). 

Right-wing fundamentalist zealots aside, a 
funny thing happened on the way to Ellen’s 
coming out party: the mainstream press actually 
jumped on the bandwagon. Soon it wasn’t just 
Curve and Diva and Girlfriends that featured 
“our” Ellen’s blue eyes staring out of their 
covers, it was Entertainment Weekly and People 
and Us... even Time and (gasp) TV Guide. 

When she finally did it— Ellen came out— 
we laughed, we cried, we heaved a collective 
sigh of relief. What the straight media was 
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calling “ground-breaking television” was, to us 
dykes, much more personal. It was validation. 
It was visibility. Here, finally, was an out 
lesbian on prime time television—and she was, 
well, “normal.” She wasn’t some unattractive, 
overweight, cigat-chomping, flannel-shicted, 
crew-cutted stereotype telling Oprah through 
tears how she hated herself for being a 
“pervert.” No, that zany, fumbling, bumbling 
Ellen Morgan was carefully projected as a non- 
ageressive, non-threatening girl- 
next-door ... who just happened 
to be attracted to other girls-next- 
door. No big deal, right? 

Well, yes and no. Ellen’s 
coming out, in the grand scheme 
of things, probably did not alter 
antybody’s life significantly except 


here, 


| we're 


| QUEER! | 


Se 


step in the evolution of lesbian visibility that got 
kick-started when tennis star Martina Navratilova 
came out in the 80s. Suddenly, dykes all over the 
world who didn’t know a forehand from foreplay 
were rooting for her to humiliate the notoriously 
straight Chis Evert at Wimbledon. 

Then k.d. lang came out to The Advocate (not 
the one in Red Deer, honey) in 1992, verifying 
what those on this side of the lavender curtain 
had known for years and setting off a Constant 
Craving for more. 

By the summer of 1993 we were 
the flavour of the week. Lesbians 
made the cover of Newsweek and 
television cameras invaded 
Northampton, Massachusetts, to 
showcase the small sapphic town 
~ us tomboys affectionately refer to 


her own. She did, after all, find a 
girlfriend during the pre-coming 
out media frenzy—the parasitic (meow!) Anne 
Heche, who makes sure she reminds us at 
every opportunity that she’s “not gay; I just 
happen to be im love with Ellen.” 

(Yeah, right. And so are half the baby dykes 
in. America, and they’re not gay either. Denial is 
such a wonderful thing.) 

And the supposedly relieved-to-finally-be- 
out Ellen Degeneres, like her character Ellen 
Morgan, apparently still has trouble spitting out 
the L-word. (It was great to see her coming-out 
episode acknowledged with an Emmy in the 
writing category, but very painful to hear her 
stutter on the word “gay” during her 
acceptance speech— particularly after her 
poignant “why can’t I say the word?” plea to 
Laura Dem’s character on the show.) 

Still, Ellen has, like it or not, provided the 
world with a tremendous visual aid. Her 
coming out was a logical (and long overdue) 


as Lesbianville. 

Melissa came out. Amy and 
Emily came out. And the phenomenon known as 
‘Lesbian Chic’ started trickling into television 
land. 

Abby and C.J. locked lawyer lips ina - 
controversial episode of L.A. Law, Mariel 
Hemingway (who gave one of the worst 
portrayals of a part-time lesbian—EVER—in the 
movie Personal Best) turned up as a dyke, and even 
kissed the star, on Roseanne (where Sandra 
Bernhardt had already been playing Rosie’s 
bisexual pal for several seasons). 

By the spring of 1995, the story of Colonel 
Grethe Cammermeyer’s battle with the U.S. 
military made it to the small screen, thanks to the 
gallant efforts of producer Barbra Streisand and 
actress Glenn Close. Did it change anything? 
Don’t bother to ask; we still can’t tell—not 
without fear of dishonorable discharge, that is. 

But we can say that there are lesbians all over 
the airwaves now. Wasn’t it great that Ross’s wife 
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on Friends left him for another woman! (And 
the real comic irony there is that Ross is more 
lesbian at heart than those two dykes put 
together). 

On the equally popular Mad About You, 
Paul’s sister is a lesbian in a monogamous 
relationship with a doctor. (Nice touch—but 
it’s Helen Hunt we really want.) 

Based on these examples—and don’t kid 
yourself, these images are very carefully 
crafted by the entertainment indus try— 
lesbians are very chic. They’re also very 
white, and they live in white-bread worlds 
and work in white-collar jobs. Hollywood has 
decided that the masses, no matter how PC 
we like to think we are, apparently aren’t 
ready for a lesbi-ethnic combo plate. Thus, 
the white, blonde, blue-eyed Degeneres was 
do-able; but a black lesbian lead is not likely 
to debut any time soon. The closest TV has 
come to an ethnic dyke was the butchy Jo on 
Facts of Lefe—the tough-talking, leather- 
jacketed, financially challenged Polish kid 
from the Bronx who made it to the private 
school on a scholarship, in spite of her poor 
roots—so don’t hold your breath waiting for 
Chicana and the Dyke ot the Fresh Princess of 
Belair. 

There’s no disputing we’ve come a long 
way, but there’s still a long way to go before 
the media recognize that lesbians, like 
members of any other diverse group, can’t be 
pigeonholed into one nice, neat (and only 
marginally dysfunctional) “type.’’ You can’t 
point at Ellen, k.d., Melissa, Martina (funny 
how we're all on a first-name basis with these 
dykons) and say they are “typical lesbians” 
any more than you can point at Michael 
Jordan and say “there’s a typical black man.” 
But these high profile sapphic celebrities do, 


at least, provide us with a positive 
alternative to the gruesome stereotypical 
media images that existed before. Movie 
lesbians pre-1980, for example, tended to be 
plain, deprived, depraved psychopathic 
killers. Thanks to Baste Instinct and Bound, 
we're still psychopaths... but we’re much 
better looking. 


| QUOTE: 

1974 was the Year of the Gruesome 
Lesbian ... An actress who played one of 
the (made-for-TV movie) roles said she 
had been instructed to flatten her breasts, 
shorten her hair, lower her voice, and 


wear masculine clothing. 
—Ginny Vida in Vida, ed., 
Our Right To Love, 1978 


There are probably all of three lesbian 
killers in the entire country; and they're all 
in Basic Instinct. America’s 12 million 
lesbians are not pathetic creatures. We 
have wonderful, diverse lives. It’s 
Hollywood's responsibility to show what's 


really going on in this country. 
—Ellen Carton in Glamour, May 1992 


A lot of these cool lesbian women I'd 
encounter would have groovy tattoos 
everywhere, especially on their necks. 
One woman was so beautiful and sexy; 
she wore big baggy clothes, with cool 
boots, and a swagger. I’d walk behind her 


| and imitate her. 
—Actress Gina Gershon, on her research for the 
role of Corky in the movie Bound; in Gay Times 


j 
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LESBIANS GO TO THE MOVIES 
The pleasures of 


identification and desire 
by Sharon Sherman 

My interest in lesbian film viewing began 
when I was first exposed to spectatorship 
theory by reading Laura Mulvey’s paper, 
“Visual Pleasure and Narrative Cinema.” 
Mulvey’s exclusion of women as 
spectators of film disappointed me. 

The audience that Mulvey constantly 
referred to was male and 

heterosexual. I wondered where I fit 

in her theory. If women in general 

were denied access to Mulvey’s 
audience, then lesbians were surely 

out of the question. Although Mulvey did 
attempt to rectify her oversight in a later paper, 
Bill Nichols has this to say of her revision: 
“She also notes how classic narrative cinema 
denies women viewers the pleasure of either 
identification (to identify with male characters 
is inappropriate and with female ones, 
masochistic) or desire (male heroes are more 
the subjects of desire than objects; and desire 
for female heroines is simply not 
considered.)” ; 

Conventional feminist film theory has 
struggled with finding a place for the female 
spectator in relation to the viewing pleasures of 
identification and desire. Mainstream film is 
primarily made by men for their own pleasures 
of identification with the active/main character 
(typically male), and desire for the 
passive /subordinated character (typically 

. female). It is through the male gaze that the 
narrative proceeds. The development of the 
male character is enhanced to the detriment of 


9 
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the female character. Female characters are 
typically nothing more than commodities. They 
are objects of desire, objects to be looked at. 
Lacking in dimension and scope, their primary 
ptesence on screen is for the consumption of 
heterosexual male characters and viewers. 

Who do we, as lesbian spectators, identify 
with on screen? B. Ruby Rich points out: “As a 
woman going into the movie theatre, you are 
faced with a context that is coded wholly for 
your invisibility, and yet, obviously, you 
are sitting there and bringing along a 
certain coding from life outside the 
theatre. How does one enter into the 
experience of the film given that kind of 
structure? [...] the cinematic codes have 
structured our absence to such an extent 
that the only choice allowed to us is to 
identify either with Marilyn Monroe or with the 
man behind me hitting the back of my seat with 
his knees.” 

Further to this, who do we desire? Does 
desire for female characters equate 
objectification? Are lesbian spectators as guilty 
as heterosexual male spectators of character 
objectification? Do we see female characters as 
“objects of desire” in the same way that male 
heterosexual viewers and characters do—in the 
same way that we so often condemn them for? 
This many be an uncomfortable area for some 
of us. Although I do not doubt that we are as 
capable of objectifying a female character as the 
next guy, I believe a different process is often at 
work. 

In spite of mainstream film’s paucity of 
strong female roles, we know that they do exist 
even if we go back to the 1930s (Marlene 
Dietrich’s Amy Jolly in Morocco). We also know 
that through subtexting we are able to find 
representation on screen. Most of us have 
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favourite childhood, adolescent and current 
idols and attractions. (My all-time favourite is 
Diana Rigg’s portrayal of Mrs. Emma Peel in 
the 1960s British television series The Avengers.) 

Again, I believe something different is 
happening between the lesbian spectator and 
her “character of desire” than that of the 
typical heterosexual male spectator and his 
“object of desire.” This different process 
combines the viewing pleasures of 
identification and desire for the same 
character. In speaking with other lesbians 
about this, and through my own analysis, it is 
very clear that we are often attracted to 
characters who are smart, witty, agile, strong, 
charming and independant. These characters 
hold a certain appeal for us because we can 
both identify with and desire them. Their 
appeal is that we would like to be like them, 
not just be with them. 

To me, this joint process of identification 
and desire is quite different from 
objectification. It is also very different from 
the conventional theories of film spectatorship. 
Unfortunately, film theorists have been unable 
to adequately address the experiences of the 
female and, in particular, the lesbian spectator. 
Lesbians, long excluded by film theorists from 
enjoying the viewing pleasures of identification 
and desire, are quite capable of both. In fact, 
we are so good at it we can enjoy both at the 
same time! 

Footnotes: 

!« Laura Mulvey, “Visual Pleasure and Narrative 
Cinema,” in Fila Theory and Critiasm, Oxford 
University Press, 1992 

2. Bill Nichols, Representing Reakty, Indiana 
University Press, 1991 

3. “Women and Film: A Discussion of Feminist 
Aesthetics,” in New German Critique, Winter, 1978 


QUOTES: 


If you have no images, then you can easily 
be erased ... | feel like I’m the only one here 
who's saying, “Wake up!” to the world. 
Visual art has a big part to play (in 
establishing lesbians’ place in society); If 
you're not visualized, then you’re not there. 


—Lesbian artist Tenaya Wallach 
in Curve, July 1997 


Just as we see the diversity of heterosexual 
culture reflected in all of society's venues, 
lesbians must be represented by more than 
tokenism. Real lesbian visibility, not the 
faux crap that is supposed to placate us for 
another millenium during which lesbians will 
continue to be ignored, invalidated, 


minimized, assimilated and outright 
disappeared out of culture and society. 


Our lesbian icons aren't real lesbians, but 
celebrities or celebrity wannabes. (Xena, 
Warrior Princess, who isn’t a lesbian on TV 
or in real life, and Rosie O’Donnell, who 
may be a lesbian but doesn’t acknowledge 
iton TV or in real life). 


Male culture and the deification of 
heterosexuality are everywhere ... 
everything around us reflects a male- 
dominated, heterosexually defined culture. 
We— lesbians, women independent of men 
and heterosexuality— do not exist. We are 


not visible. 
—Victoria A. Brownworth, Still Invisible After All 
These Queers, Curve, March 1997 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING? 
Groups and Weekly Events: 


GLCCE (Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre of Edmonton) is located in suite 103, 
10612-124 Street. Open Monday to Friday 
from 7-10 pm, for drop-in, peer support 
counselling and library services. Films every 
Wednesday & speakers on Thursdays. 488- 
3234. Peer support is also available through 
email; glcce@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca. 


Adamant Eve feminist radio program 
broadcast on CJSR, FM 88.5, at the 
University of Alberta. Thursdays 5:30-6 pM. 

Gaywire lesbian, gay & bisexual radio 
show on FM 88.5. Thursdays from 6-7 pM. 

Queeries current affairs show on CJSR, 
FM 88.5, Wednesdays from 5-5:30 pm. 

Sonic Sisters women’s music radio 
program on FM 88.5. Saturdays 7-8 pM. 

Lambda Christian Community 
evangelical church serving the lesbigay 
community; worship 7 pm Sundays, 11148- 
84 Ave. 474-0753. 

Metropolitan Community Church 
weekly worship, McDougall United Church, 
10086 MacDonald Drive, (riverside 
entrance) Sundays at 7:15 pM. 

Unitarian Church of Edmonton 
welcomes lesbians and gays. Services of 
union available. Sunday services at 10:30 am, 
12530-110 Ave. 454-8073. 

SOLO Social club for women gets 
together every week for a wide variety of 
social events. Linda at 447-4776. 

Gay & Lesbian Youth: 486-9661 
(voice box 10). 


PFLAG: Parents, Families, and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays support group, c/o 
GLCCE, or Lynne 462-5958. Outreach Line 
944-1394 v.b. 3524 (FLAG) 24-hour recorded 
message except 7-9:30 pm Monday to Friday 
when calls are forwarded to a PFLAG 
volunteet for confidential and anonymous 
support for lesbians, gays, transgendered 
persons and their parents, families, and 
friends. 

Out & Out (O’) 

Outdoor and recreation group for gays, 
lesbians, bisexuals and their friends. Running, 
indoor climbing, volleyball, badminton, wine 
tasting and other activities. Seeking more 
women members; leave a message for Jayne at 
988-3132. 

Northern Chaps 

Edmonton’s leather-fetish club for gay, 
lesbian and straight men and women meets at 
Boots & Saddle the first & third Friday of 
every month, 9 pm to midnight. 
mcewen@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 

Northern Titans Gay & Lesbian 
Bowling Association 

Meet for three games of 10 pin every 
Saturday at 5:30 pm. Pins and Cues (SW comer 
of Westmount Shopping Centre). A group 
supper outing after bowling is also organized 
each week. $12. Contact Karen at 432-3234. 


DOL ed 


Night Spots: 

The Roost - Private club at 10345-104 
Street; 426-3150. 

Buddy’s - Pub upstairs above Jazzberrys 
Too, 10116-124 Street. 

Shakespear’s - Darts & Rumpus Room; 
New location, 10805-105 Avenue. 2 pm to 2 
AM Monday to Friday; 7 pm to 2 am Saturdays. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1 

Lesbian Coming Out Group Begins 
Workshop for lesbians and bi women runs for 
8 weeks, 7:30-9:30 pm. GLCCE, Suite 103, 
10612-124 Street. Pre-register with a message 
for Janet (the facilitator) at 488-5742. 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4 

Dance at Shakespear’s 

Dance for women only. Check out the new, 
larger premises at 10805-105 Avenue. Party 
and play pool until 2 am. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5 

Womonspace News Meeting 

The Bagel Tree, 10345 Whyte Ave. at noon. 
Deadline for the November issue on the topic 
Being Out/ Coming Out. All women are welcome. 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 6 

Womonspace Board Meeting 

7 pM GLCCE, Suite 103, 10612-124 Street. 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10 

Sonic Sisters Songcircle 

Join singer/songwriter/musicians Cori 
Brewster, Jennifer Gibson and Maria Dunn for 
a songwriting workshop. 7:30 pm at Orlando 


Books, 10640 Whyte Ave. Donation requested. 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11 

Coming Out Day 

Be honest about your sexual orientation 
because statistics show that those who know 
someone gay are more likely to support equal 
rights for gays and lesbians. 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18 

Womonspace Family Dance 

‘Mad Hatter Tea for Ms. T in support of 
families of all kinds at Hazeldean Community 
Hall, 9630-66 Ave. Children’s party (penny 
camival, entertainment, hotdogs) 4 pm to 7 pM; 


family dance 7 to 9:30 pm. Mixed dance 
continues until 1 am. Proceeds to Ms. T 
legal defence fund. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23 

Ms. T Fund-raising Dinner 

Help challenge the discriminatory policies 
sanctioned in Alberta. Dinner (veg. avail.) at 
the Faculty Club, U of A. 7 pm. $35 low 
income/ $50 regular; tickets at Orlando 
Books. 432-7633. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26 

Womonspace Annual General 
Meeting 

At 7 pm, GLCCE, Suite 103, 10612-124 
Street. All members are urged to attend. 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1 

EVM Halloween Fantasy 

Arts Barns of Old Strathcona, 10330-80 
Ave. Lose yourself in the haunted Jungle 
Maze, refresh yourself in the Voodoo 
Lounge and dance into the eerie hours. 
Event starts at 8 pm; call 988-4620 for more 
information. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2 

Womonspace News Meeting 

The Bagel Tree, 10345 Whyte Ave. at noon. 
Deadline for the December issue on the 
topic “Alberta’s Individual Rights Protection 
At.’ All women are welcome. 

TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4&5 
Delwin Vriend Case 

Heard at Supreme Court. Stay tuned! 


Gay & Lesbian Info Line: 
988-4018 


Womonspace:482 ~1794 
O? Hotline:988~3132 
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EPOCH PROJECT 

(Effecting policy and practice 
outcomes for children and 
their households) 


The EPOCH Project is committed to 
ensuring that all children and all families are 
treated with respect and dignity. Ms. T is the 
foster mother who, despite her advanced level 
classification and exemplary record, is being 
denied more foster children because she is in 
a lesbian relationship. In January, Social 
Services Minister Stockwell Day wrote that “it 
is the Department’s position to place children 
for whom we ate responsible in traditional 
families. Therefore, we are not approving 
non-traditional homes as foster homes.” 

Ms T argues that the inherent assumptions 
underlying this policy devalue family diversity 
and confer a superior status upon 
heterosexual couples. The “message sent to all 
Albertans is that gay and lesbian persons do 
not deserve the respect and right to be judged 
on the basis of relevant considerations only. 
this further perpetuates and sanctions the 
discrimination and violence directed at gay 
and lesbian persons.” 

Like the Delwyn Vriend case, this is 
another example of our government’s denial 
of human rights to gays and lesbians. In 
September, Ms. T’s legal counsel filed an 
Originating Notice for a Judicial Review at 
the Court of Queen’s Bench. Fund-raisers are 
being organized to help offset the legal costs 
of litigation. 

Womonspace will hold a Mad Hatter’s Tea 
for Ms. T on October 18. The event will be 
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mixed (women, men and children) and will have 
two goals; to provide a bridge between foster 
families and the lesbigay community, as well as 
to raise money for the legal fund. The afternoon 
is devoted to children and the young at heart. 
Entertainment, a penny carnival and hot dog 
sales will be part of the festive atmosphere. 
Dance music will start at 7 pm. Everyone is 
welcome in order to truly celebrate family 
diversity together. Liquor sales will begin at 10 
(when most of the kids will be off home to bed), 
and the dance continues until 1 am. 

Womonspace needs lots of volunteers for this 
event. Besides the usual dance volunteers, we are 
looking for children’s entertainers, people 
experienced in child care (to give parents a 
chance to enjoy themselves too) and nurses 
(because many of the children in foster care are 
medically fragile). If you can help, call 482-1794. 

Wear your maddest hat and come join the 
‘unbirthday’ fun! 

There will also be a Ms. T Fund-raiser dinner 
at the Faculty Club on October 23 (vegetarian 
available) for $35 low income/$50 regular; - 
tickets available at Orlando Books, 10640 Whyte 
Avenue; phone 432-7633. Email 
orlando@compusmart.ab.ca 

Would you like to experience and celebrate 
the complexity and diversity of community and 
family that exist in Alberta today? 

Do you want to resist the devaluation and 
disadvantaging of most Alberta families that “the 
Alberta Advantage” and Alberta government 
“family values” rhetoric encourages? 

Support the EPOCH Project in any way that 
you can! 

Donations may be made payable to 
EPOCH Project c/o Orlando Books at any 
time. 


LESBIAN DATING — 
The nightmare of it all 


by Annette Vaugeots 

I figure this subject is 
particularly appropriate with 
Hallowe’en approaching... it’s the 
stuff nightmares are made of, to 
quote a cliche. Here is my 
experience with the dating scene: 

I was very lucky to have been in a 
longterm relationship with my first love. She 
was (probably still is) a sweetheart and we 
had a good life together. After being stable 
for a number of years, I got that wonderful 
lesbian five-year itch (okay, it was a little 
earlier) and I was wandering and wondering. 

“What would it be like to date?” I was 
like a child in a candy store. I wanted it all, 
and the beautiful women were everywhere! 
That was the beginning of my nightmare. 

For four months, from the time of my last 
relationship to the time of my current one, I 
dated ... or shall I say, I éved to date. This 
short period of time was the worst I can 
remember in my entire life, and here’s why. 

1. The number one reason: I wasn’t 
getting “it.” I am not a prude, but the one- 
night thing was not for me. 

2. The women I wanted wanted someone 
else. This happened not once, but three 
times. Thankfully, number three realized she 
wasn’t getting anywhere and I won by 
default. (It’s okay sweetie, I understand.) 

3. Having to decide what to wear. Casual 
or dressy; to impress or not to impress—shese 
are the big questions. (Sorry Shakespeare, but 
it’s true.) 

4. I made a lot of friends. Now, this is 
not a bad thing, since they are all awesome, 


cool and loving women (I love you, 
gang) but they just wanted to be 
friends. Something about boundaries, I 
guess. 

5. Bad Hair days. I had more Bad 
Hair days when I was single than 
when I was in relationships. Go figure. 

6. Types—what was my type? 
Sports dykes, granola lesbians, 
butches, lipstick lesbians, diesel dykes, femmes... 
Before I knew it I was questioning myself. What 
am IPP? 

7. Squirrel hunting. (Don’t ask me; I’m still 
trying to figure this one out.) 

Thankfully, I no longer have to worry about 
dating. The nightmare is over, and here are the 
solutions I have found to the above dilemmas, 
now that I’m with someone again. 

1. 1 am getting “it.” 

2. I no longer want any other woman (really, 
sweetie!) 

3. I wear what is left in my closet after my 
lover has been through it. 

4. I still have a lot of friends. 

5. ’m having Good Hair days more often 
than not. Bad Hair days are rare. 

6. What am IP A lesbian! 

7. Squirrel hunting—Still puzzling over this 
one. 


CALLING ALL 
CYBERDYKES ... 


Womonspace 
is online! 
Check out 

our website at: 
http:/ /www.gaycanada.com/womonspace/wshome.htm 
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SPEAKING OF ‘NORMAL’ 


by Liz Messiah 
Clinical Socal Worker, MSW, RSW" 

Often people ask whether they should attend 
a peer support and discussion group ot a therapy 
group facilitated by professionals; isn’t a group a 
group? Like most things, the answer is not clear- 
cut. But there are some real differences between 
the two. 

Support groups are usually led by a peer, 
someone with some personal knowledge of the 
issue being addressed. Participants may or may 
not be screened for membership and, depending 
on the group, may socialize. The purpose 1s 
primarily sharing, education in some cases, and 
emotional support. 

A peer group facilitator needs to be 
supportive and provide some direction to the 
group, but might not necessarily have a wide 
range of experience/skills in helping people heal. 
The leader often will have had experiences 
similar to the members but not necessarily any 
training as a helper. The intent of the group is 
usually to provide contact, information and 
emotional support. Examples are coming-out 
groups, GMOC groups, AA, SARA (sexual 
abuse issues for women). 

A group facilitated by a therapist with 
professional training should, I believe, be clearly 
designed to promote healing and change. The 
facilitator(s) should be able to explain why they 
design the group the way they do, what their 
beliefs are about change and healing, and how 
those beliefs are reflected in the group work. A 
group facilitator needs to have a variety of ways 
of dealing with issues, since “one size does not fit 
all.” A group leader should tell you whether or 
not she/he is available between group sessions, 
and under what conditions. 

Sometimes group members experience strong 
emotions. The facilitator must be comfortable 


with this and able to keep the group safe. If other 
helpers are involved, a group therapist needs to be 
willing to work collaboratively. Sometimes issues 
being worked with in a group leak out into the rest of 
a person’s life and the therapist needs to be able to 
help address this. 

A facilitator needs to be very aware of issues of 
power and difference when working with a group, i.e. 
men with women, heterosexuals with non- 
heterosexuals, white people with people of color, etc., 
and should be able to explain her/his understanding 
of the impact of these issues. 

A professional is a member of an association and, 
as such, 1s accountable should something 
inappropriate happen, such as a breach of 
confidentiality or a sexual relationship between 
therapist and group member. 

None of this is absolute. Therapy mixes art and 
science. Healing is seldom predictable or exact, and 
the art of the therapist is in finding the ways to best 
facilitate that with each client. 

Sometimes issues come up in therapy that lead to a 
referral to a support group; other times nagging 
issues will seem to demand more than a support 
group. If a problem or a pattem is ongoing and not 
changing, then likely a therapy group would be a good 
choice. If it is not change, but support and 
encouragement that is needed, then a peer-led group 
would likely be helpful. 

As Milton Erickson, a famous therapist, put it: 
“therapy is when two (or more) people sit down 
together and try to figure out what the hell it is one of 
them wants out of life.” 

In the next issue I will look at a theory of change. 
Then you can sort out whether you are really ready to 
make that change (e.g. to really get fit, stop smoking 
or whatever, end or begin a relationship) or are still in 
the precontemplation stage (which means it will be a 
while before anything different happens). 

Suggestions for topics are welcome—send 
them to Womonspace, or call me at 910-3050. 
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BETWEEN THE COVERS 
At Edmonton Public Library 


by Lindy Pratch 

Blanche McCrary Boyd, author of The 
Revolution of Little Girls, has written a wild and 
funny new novel: Terminal Velocity (Knopf, 
1997). Ellen Burns is the same narrator in both 
stories. Terminal Velocity is set in the early 1970s 
amidst the counterculture of drugs, radical 
lesbians and communes. 

While working as a book editor in Boston, 
Ellen meets Artemis Foote, the woman who is 
the catalyst for tuming Ellen’s life inside out 
and upside down. Artemis has drawn a series of 
political raisin cartoons (Ellen’s favourite one 
was “Consciousness Raisin, which pictured a 
group of angry-looking raisins sitting around a 
copy of Sisterhood is Powerful.”). These eventually 
become a bestselling book. 

Ellen makes a business trip out to Red Moon 
Rising, the lesbian commune in California 
where Artemis lives. She ends up changing her 
name to Rain, leaving her husband, and moving 
to the commune. There, Rain meets Jordan 
Wallace and discovers the pleasures of lesbian 
sex. She also learns about feminist processing. 

Amethyst Woman, another member of Red 
Moon Rising, once “called a house meeting to 
discuss the ‘overly animalistic sounds’ of 
[Rain’s] relationship with Jordan.” Rain has this 
to say of Jordan: “[She] was as overbearing as 
she was charismatic, and the combination was 
persuasive. She not only held sway over me, 
everyone else in the group seemed similarly 
compelled.” At the house meeting, Artemis 
“offered the opinion that Jordan and [Rain] 
were ‘appropriate tn [their] exploration of the 


sexual frontiers’ and 
Amethyst Woman 
sullenly retreated.” 

The story opens 
with a musical 
feminist production, 
Alice Does 
Wonderland, taking 
place outdoors on the women’s land. 
Undercover FBI agents approach Rain with 
an old photo of Jordan, which is how she 
discovers that her lover is wanted by the 
law. Posters of Nancy Jordan are in post 
offices across the nation. It’s getaway time. 

Rain tends to live her life full speed 
ahead—nearly reaching terminal velocity 
sometimes. There ts always the risk of 
crashing into insanity. Terminal Velocity ts a 
witty and moving exploration of love 
relationships and personal growth. If Rain 
doesn’t find a hero, then she must fill the 
role herself. 


GLOCE SEEKS DYKE STUFF 


The Gay and Lesbian 
Community Centre of Edmonton 
is looking for lesbian posters, 
magazines, pictures and music 
in order to have 
a more visible 
representation of 
women at the 
centre. Please 
call 488-3234 if 
you have 
anything to 
donate. 


WOMONSPACE NEWS 13 


_ CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING | 


Celebration & Empowerment 


? é S520) aaa Announcement: A sweet Older responsible 
Ul a Ae angel of warrior size was lesbian (35-50) wanted to 
Z born to Leslie and Jean share home. Laundry, 
(LJD) on Labour Day, cable and telephone 


Sept. 1, 1997. Her proud available. $300 a month 
parents named her Hunter — and 1/3 of the utilities. 
Davis. Home is in the North East 
of Edmonton and is on a 
bus and LRT route. Call 
Sherry, 475-1502. 


I want to start a club for 


B06 CammacnishDe older lesbians (over 40). 


(at Venables) Anyone interested please 
Canada VEL 3Y5 call Sherry, 475-1502. 


Tel: (604) 254-2543 
Fax: (604) 254-5472 


Providing an Environment, Services and Products for the 
Ou’? XAT 'S3AM1'STHIa ‘SaalA Amjenxag 


il Ord an 
Sn eE Sis) To advertise in Womonspace News call 482-1794. 
www.wotnynsware.coim | Business card size: $15. Quarter-page: $25 


(Classified ads are free for members) 


PLMUM MUM UMC LAME EOCL LEELA LM ERR LRU UR UU UAUA Redo oe A Ae Pe 
Ty Svs VAI VA VA yA yA VAI VA VA VAT AU VAI VAT VAT ey AV ATV ATW Aly vA WAI Waly Avy Aly Aly Aly Aly Ale Aly Aly Alys 
Ba Ba 
iva tvs 
a CALL TO ALL LESBIAN AND BISEXUAL xe 
»Wo eWo 
Ba ! w2 
iva ARTISTS AND CRAFTSWOMEN. tvs 
a4 a4 
=Ve Ve 
#5 THE THIRD ANNUAL $2 
a 2 
zvs wy 
a ( ae 
&  WOMONSPACE CRAFT FAIR #& 
0, Boia 
iva cva~ 
ne WILL TAKE PLACE ON SATURDAY, NOVEMBER | 5 $23 
ay, *% 
a4 we 
ie At HAZELDEAN HALL #2 
“Wo *Ve 
@% w% 
“ys 9630 - 66 AVENUE ys 
ays wys 
a | | AM TO 3 PM i 
twa twa 
x IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING AS A VENDOR, PLEASE LEAVE A 12 
Vo eV: 
8% MESSAGE WITH WOMONSPACE VOICEMAIL, 462-1794. TABLES $10 #8 
a pe 
ya Sys 
PVMVMECULAMCM CMA CA CALAMARI REA EER RARER Be ea Baez 
Ty sly Aly Aly si v Ay Soy sl pA ysl yA VAI VAT AI VAT VAI Ay hip diy dy dy doy A7y doy Ay diy doy doy diy Ay A Ty dy dy Avy Aly diy 
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Juut C. Ltoyp 
Barrister & Solicitor 


512, 10117 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5) 1W8 
Telephone 424-2332 Fax 424-2526 


Urban Grind 
Specialty 
Teas & Coffees 


and Gifts 
- Open Thursdays and Fridays 


until 10 p.m. during the summer 


10124-124 Street — Phone 413-9609 
Free Parking at Rear 


Healing Group for Women 
Sexual Abuse Survivors 


lesbians and non-lesbian women welcome 
lesbian-positive atmosphere 
2 hours, $30 week 


Contact Liz Massiah, msw. RSW. 
Clinical Social Worker 
910-3050 


Also enquiries welcome about group for Lesbian 
Partner Abuse and upcoming workshop series 
for Lesbian Couples. 


Atakehocat 


& BIGGER Le 


BETTER 
GRAND 
OPENING 


SEPTEMBER 27TH 


EVERVONE WELCOME 


DOORS OPEN AT 8:00PM 
10805 105 AVE 


The Nanuet Ben iad 
Vacation with class at 
The Mountain Berry Inn. 
Autumn colors & Winter Wonderland!, 
40 private acres, beautiful view, 
1S mins. from Salmon Arm, 5 minutes 
off the Trans Canada Hwy. 
Lovely country cottage 
or B&B available. 


Group rates too! 


Phone/Fax 
250-835-8891 
e-mail: mberry@jetstream.net 
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Womonspace 


Family Dance — 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18 
Mad Hatter Tea 
for Ms. T 


(Fund-raiser 
for Ms. T legal fund) 


4 pm to 7 pm children’s party 
7 to 9:30 pm family dance; teens welcome | 
10 pm liquor sales begin; dance continues until 1am 


Hazeldean Community Hall, 
9630-66 Avenue | 


An ‘unbirthday’ celebration 


in support of families of all kinds — 
Open to women, men and children of all ages 


